Seniors

Advice for Parents

From Letting Go: A Parent’s Guide to Understanding the College Years by Karen Levin Coburn and Madge Lawrence Treeger:

1. Be prepared for your son/daughter’s – and your own – conflicting emotions as the day of departure approaches.

2. Discuss academic expectations ahead of time.  Encourage your son/daughter to set his/her own academic goals.

3. Make a financial plan and openly discuss expectations with your son/daughter.

4. Discuss expectations about communication through phone calls, e-mails, and letters.

5. Discuss use of alcohol and other lifestyle choices your son/daughter will have to make, but don’t give lectures. 

6. If you take your son/daughter to school, don’t expect to spend a lot of time together.  Orientation is designed to foster separation.

7. Be a coach rather than a rescuer: encourage your son/daughter to use the resources at college.  Learn what the academic and personal support services are.  Keep the parents’ handbook and materials accessible.

8. Don’t make major changes at home without informing your son/daughter.

9. Be an anchor.  Have an open mind.  Be supportive.

10. Keep in touch: write/send care packages.

Juniors 

College Planning
Now is the time for the class of ‘12 to begin narrowing down post-secondary choices.  Summer is a great time to visit schools.  Preparation now saves students the stress of trying to select a school senior year.  No matter what you have planned for the summer, set aside some time for researching post-secondary options.  

Online College Admissions Handbook

Go to the Hill-Murray School website and link to Guidance and Counseling to view and use this post-secondary planning resource.  

Naviance 

Naviance is also available to you throughout the summer to continue your post-secondary search.  Naviance is our web-based program which we have been using with the students this year.  This resource can provide you with valuable information from schools throughout the country.  Ask your child to sit down with you and log onto Naviance and explore this resource together.  

To access Naviance go to:  http://connection.naviance.com/hms 

Use your student’s email address they provided this year to log in.  Use the password your student has created to log in.  If the student has forgotten his/her password, check the “forgot your password” statement at the bottom of the page and it will be emailed to the address you provided above.  

Sophomores

Career Fair 
As a culmination to their career unit, sophomores listened to and interacted with five career speakers during MP hour on April 8.  They chose from over 30 different career speakers including:

Accountant
Architect

Author
Biomedical Engineer

Broadcaster
Civil Engineer

Computer Support Analyst

Construction
Detective

Dentist
Engineer

FBI

Financial Planner
Fitness Club Manager

Fitness Trainer


Forester





Graphic Designer


Interior Designer

Lawyer
Marketer

Occupational Therapist



Paralegal
Pharmacist

Photographer





Physical Therapist


Physician

Police Officer



Prosthetic/Orthotic Specialist





Psychologist
Reporter

Presenters were chosen on the basis of career preferences which sophomores indicated as choices on their PLAN tests.

Freshman 
The Guidance and Counseling curriculum for ninth graders is diverse and far-reaching.  From our orientation activities to providing an introduction to post-secondary options information, we prepare the students to be able to transition smoothly into high school and begin to see these years as the foundation for their future vocation. 
The class of 2014 will have the advantage of the Naviance Program throughout high school. This system helps students to record activities and assessment results, explore careers, compare colleges, build resumes and ultimately apply to college as a senior.
We have gotten to know this talented group and find them to be unique, fun and creative young people. We look forward to working with them as sophomores.

Hill-Murray Summer School 2011

Summer School will run Monday through Thursday, June 20-July 28 from 7:30 to 10:00 a.m.  Tuition is $250 per semester credit.  Based on enrollment, the following courses may be available for summer school make-up:



English



Mathematics



Religious Studies



Science



Social Studies

There will be one session of Summer School.  With special arrangements, a student may make up two semester credits.  Summer school information, including registration materials, will be mailed out by Monday, June 13.

NAVIANCE ALERT

For Parents of Current Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors

Have your student log onto Naviance at:  http://connection.naviance.com/hms.  

Use the email address your student initially provided to log in and the password he/she created.  

Junior Parents:  Have your student share with you the Resume Builder function and items included in his/her particular resume.  Under Colleges, review the Advanced College Search and discuss schools on his/her list.  Try a search together and compare lists.  

Sophomore Parents:  Have your student share with you the Resume Builder function and items included in his/her particular resume.  Under About Me, Completed Surveys, have your sophomore talk about values they identified as being important and how those values will impact careers in which he/she is interested.  See who and what was seen at the Career Fair and thoughts about careers explored there.  
Freshmen Parents:  Have your student share with you the Resume Builder function and items included in his/her particular resume.  Under About Me, review DAT results and careers your freshman explored based on innate natural aptitudes and abilities.  Under Career Interest Profiler, see your freshman’s Holland Code, what it means and careers he/she explored based on interests.    

