Senioritis 
More than one college or university has brought to our attention the trend nationally (versus Hill-Murray in particular) toward the increasing number of final transcripts that show serious declines in academic performance throughout senior year.  Although “senioritis’ has always been with us, we encourage students throughout senior year to achieve academic performance with grades similar to their end of junior year transcripts that were submitted for admission purposes.  Colleges and universities have determined that students who continue to perform throughout senior year retain their academic edge and ability to do well for the following fall.  Conversely, students need to be aware of the provisional nature of colleges/universities’ admissions decisions so that no student puts any post-secondary institution into the position of postponing or outright rescinding an admission decision.  

On a similar note, colleges and universities continue expressing a desire to see quality and rigor of college preparatory course work throughout senior year.  Admission counselors are looking for students who have ambitious senior schedules and want to see students take a healthy sampling of the most demanding classes available to them.  Their experiences with incoming freshmen support their assertion that students who take a fourth year of math, science and/or world language are better prepared for the academic transition from high school to college.  
On a final note, we recommend (because college/universities advise) admitted students not to change their senior year courses.  Students should contact the admissions offices of colleges and universities to where they have been accepted before attempting to make a second semester schedule change.  To ensure that the change will not affect their admission, students should get approval, preferably in writing, from their particular college/university admissions office.  Colleges and universities reserve the right to cancel the admission of any student who significantly degrades his or her curriculum from what was submitted initially on the application.  
