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POST HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING

This booklet has been designed to provide information for students and parents so that they may make informed decisions

regarding course selection during their years at Hill-Murray.  These decisions should be based on each student's needs, in-

terests, talents, abilities, and post high school goals and plans.

We realize students’ original plans of study may change by the time they are seniors.  Planning ahead allows for better

choices as these changes arise.  Students are strongly encouraged to discuss their course selections with their counselors,

teachers, and parents.

Guidance Counselors: Guidance & Counseling Support Staff

George Grau, Jr. - Students A-Fi Mary McPherson- Guidance & Counseling Assistant

Mary Jo Rafferty - Students Fj-K Kathy Anitzberger- Registrar

Jodi Hurley - Students L-Re

Julie Jackson - Students Rf-Z

Lisa Valentine - Middle School Counselor

A review of the post-high school plans of our graduates in recent years indicates that over 90% of our students go on to a

two-or-four-year college.  These results emphasize Hill-Murray’s educational role as primarily a "college prep" school.

Whatever a student may choose as a next step beyond Hill-Murray,  we believe all students should plan for some type of

post-high school training, including community, technical, and private career colleges.  The curriculum is designed to pre-

pare students to pursue any of these options.

We also believe in the value of a liberal arts education.  High school should be a time for students to broaden their experi-

ence by taking a variety of courses.  Oftentimes, taking a course outside of a student’s “typical” interests can lead him or

her to discover a special talent.  Such classes can also lead to valuable lifetime leisure and hobby activities.     

Finally, we strive to educate the "whole person" and to prepare students for life after high school.  "Life Skills" courses

are valuable to any student, regardless of future plans.  As examples, Family & Consumer Science courses teach child de-

velopment, parenting skills, and nutrition.  Physical Education courses encourage mental and physical wellness and em-

phasize the importance of nutrition and exercise.  Business courses enhance consumer awareness by dealing with topics

such as insurance, banking and credit, and buying a car or a home.  Technology Education courses prepare students to de-

sign and construct projects ranging from small gas engines to cabinets.

Students and parents should realize there is no one right plan and that the individual course selections of students may

vary greatly.   In that regard, the Guidance and Counseling staff are always available to provide suggestions and help in

course planning based on a student’s abilities, talents, interests, needs, and plans.  

Graduation Requirements (see Course Selection Planning Worksheet at front of this Guide)

College Preparation

Four-year college admissions officials tell us that the admissions decision is based primarily on a student's high school

record. In evaluating a student's high school record, colleges look at GPA, class rank, standardized test results,  courses

taken, and participation in cocurricular and community activities. 
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There is no “one best college” for each student.  There are many excellent colleges (over 4000 nationwide) that could be a

good "fit" for each student.  Guidance & Counseling’s efforts with respect to post high school planning are aimed at help-

ing students learn how to find that fit.

The courses a Hill-Murray student should take depend on the individual student, the type of post-secondary school a stu-

dent plans to attend, and the intended area of study.  Sophomores and juniors who are looking at specific four-year

schools should consult with those schools to check on admission standards. This information is also located in our Guid-

ance and Counseling Center.  As a general rule, four-year colleges require:

4 Years of English

3 Years of Math

3 Years of Science

3 Years of Social Studies

2 Years of a World Language

1 Year of Fine Arts

Many colleges, however, recommend a more rigorous high school curricular program, such as 3-4 years math, science,

social studies, and a world language.  We recommend students challenge themselves by taking accelerated classes they

feel they can handle and for which they qualify.  

Community, Technical, & Private Career Colleges

In general, a well-rounded education is the best preparation for admission into these schools.  In high school, courses in 

the fields of Family and Consumer Science, Technology Education, Business, and Fine Arts provide students with expo-

sure to possible career choices and can help prepare a student for later study in one of these areas.  These courses can also

lead to a variety of careers.

Course Registration Policy

Care in the selection of courses is encouraged so that schedule changes are avoided. In the event that a course is not of-

fered due to insufficient enrollment, or enrollment exceeds course capacity, a student's alternate choices listed on registra-

tion materials will be used to complete the schedule.  Alternate choices will also be used in those cases where students fail

to demonstrate sufficient success in a current course necessary to move on to the next level.  Therefore, it is important

that students list alternate choices they sincerely wish to take.

In the event that a course registration change needs to be made, the change needs to be initiated with the student's coun-

selor and approved by a parent/guardian.  We prefer requests for course registration changes for next year be made prior

to the last day of school this year.  There will be a $25 charge for any change requested after semester two final exams

begin through July 31, when the master schedule has been set.  After July 31, first semester course registration change re-

quests will no longer be considered.  Requests for specific teachers or to change teachers or hours will not be honored.

This policy helps maintain Hill-Murray's high academic standards and encourages students to maintain the consistent

level of hard work and effort that is required to be successful.

Advanced Placement Courses

Advanced Placement offerings provide students courses of study that can help them to receive college credit by taking an

"AP" test when they complete the course.  Advanced Placement courses are available in Honors American Literature &

Composition, British Literature & Composition, Calculus, U.S History, Statistics, and Music Theory. 
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Program for Advanced College Credit (PACC)

Saint Mary's University of Minnesota also offers optional college credit for juniors and seniors taking Honors/AP Calcu-

lus, Honors/AP British Literature & Composition, and Honors Introduction to Theology at Hill-Murray.  Students pay a

modest tuition fee to Saint Mary's University and must receive a grade of “C” or higher to receive college credit.  These

college credits are accepted at numerous Midwestern institutions.

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO)

PSEO is a state program for juniors and seniors that allows students to enroll in non-sectarian courses at eligible colleges

and universities for high school credit.  Students must meet the requirements of the post-secondary institution they wish

to attend, as determined by the college or university.  Students considering this option are expected to be responsible, mo-

tivated, and independent learners.

Hill-Murray will accept postsecondary credits for graduation under the following circumstances:

1.   All students wishing to participate in the PSEO program must inform their H-M counselor of their intent to 

participate by March 30 (prior to the school year in which you wish to enroll in the PSEO program). Their 

H-M guidance counselor will assist them in the enrollment process.

2.   Only elective courses not offered at Hill-Murray will be acceptable for graduation credit.

3.   Students may earn a maximum of one H-M credit per semester.  

4.   All PSEO courses must be taken for a letter grade and will be reported on the H-M transcript.  Grades will be calcu-

lated into the GPA. 

5.   Students must be scheduled for one free period (Study Hall), per semester, when participating in PSEO.

6.   Schedule changes to accommodate participation in PSEO will be made only as the Master Schedule permits.

u
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(Grades 7-8)

Middle School Course Registration
Besides required courses, students will take one elective each semester.  If a student selects Band or Choir, that selection

fulfills the elective requirement for the entire year.  If Band or Choir is not selected, students have six electives from

which to choose, each a semester course.  They must choose two of these electives, one for each semester.  Please refer to
the note on page 8 regarding World Languages.

Math placement for incoming students is determined by the Math Department.  The decision is based on placement exam

scores, previous teacher recommendations, prior coursework, grades, and other factors.  Math placement for returning

students is determined by that student’s current year’s progress and current teacher recommendations.

GRADE 7 REQUIRED COURSES

0800 ART 7 1 Quarter

During this one-quarter class, students are exposed to many different media and explore the use of line, color, shape, tex-

ture, and value.  Students will draw from magazines, still life, and their imaginations!  Methods and media explored in-

clude oil pastels, markers, watercolors, and colored pencil, and one 3D mixed media project.  Students will participate in

weekly critiques.  A $5.00 lab fee is required.

0900 DISCOVERING TECHNOLOGY 7 1 Quarter

Students will be introduced to technology (the use of "tools" to solve problems) through a series of hands-on activities in

the areas of communication, materials and processes, and power and energy.

0200 LITERATURE & LANGUAGE ARTS 7 Full Year

This course, an introduction to the major content areas of secondary school English, builds skills in reading, writing, 

vocabulary,  speaking, critical thinking, and language study.  It focuses on the history, structure, and vocabulary

of literature.  

0500 LIFE SCIENCE 7 Full Year

This course introduces students to the study of living things.  Topics include the scientific method, measurement, cell

structure and function, classification, characteristics of plants and animals, and humans’ relationship with the environ-

ment.  Emphasis is on organization and note taking, problem solving, hands- on experimentation, and discussion.  

Students will attend Long Lake Environmental Camp and participate in a science fair.

0820 MUSIC 7 1 Quarter

This course examines the basic elements of music.  Studies will include music listening, ear training, music appreciation,

vocal singing, music history, including the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Scientific Peri-

ods.  Students will also examine film scoring, Catholic social teachings, and musical responsibilities in our society as well

as different professions within the field of music.

0001 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7 1 Semester

This is the basic physical education course for seventh graders and is part of the minimum requirement for all middle

school students.  It is activity-centered and is designed to meet the needs of the students in two important ways by provid-

ing: 1) exposure to lifetime sports and 2) much needed physical activity.
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0107 RELIGION 7 1 Semester

This course focuses on the basics of the Christian faith from a Catholic perspective.  Emphasis is on Scripture and wor-

ship with units that include the Gospels, the liturgical year, Sacraments and prayer.

0920 SKILLS FOR LIVING 7 1 Quarter

During the 7th grade course of study, students will gain knowledge and develop living skills in the areas of Sewing Con-

struction and Teen Health issues.  Each area of study will acquaint the student with current consumer and family informa-

tion.

0420 SOCIAL STUDIES 7 Full Year

Seventh graders will be introduced to basic social studies skills including:  multi-cultural studies, geography, civics, and

economics.  These skills will be taught within the American History timeline of European exploration through the era of

reconstruction.

0300 TRANSITION MATHEMATICS 7 Full Year

The majority of 7th graders will take this course.  It is a pre-algebra course, but also reviews arithmetic skills, introduces

the use of the scientific calculator, and previews geometry and probability topics.

SEE SEVENTH/EIGHTH GRADE ELECTIVE COURSES ON PAGE 7, IMMEDIATELY

FOLLOWING GRADE 8 REQUIRED COURSES.

GRADE 8 REQUIRED COURSES

0302 ALGEBRA 8 Full Year

This first course in algebra will apply basic algebra skills and enable the student to represent problem situations with ex-

pressions, equations, inequalities and graphing.  The focus will be the introduction of algebraic techniques for application

in various situations.  Students will be recommended for either Algebra 1 or Pre-Algebra depending on their 7th grade

math performance and standardized test scores.

0304 PRE-ALGEBRA Full Year

This course provides a full year of reinforcement in the fundamentals of integers, fractions, percents and measurement.

At the same time, basic abstractions of beginning algebra are introduced and integrated.  This course should ensure an

easy transition to a first course in algebra.

0801 ART 8 1 Quarter

During this one quarter class students are exposed to many different media and explore the use of line, color, shape, tex-

ture, and value.  Students will draw from observation, magazines and their imaginations!  Methods and media explored

include oil pastels, markers, colored pencil, charcoal, charcoal wash, and one mixed media final project.  Students will

participate in weekly critiques.  A $5.00 lab fee is required.

0502 EARTH SCIENCE 8 Full Year 

The main focus of this course will be on the formation, properties, and functions of the earth’s features and the natural cy-

cles and patterns in the earth’s land, water, and atmospheric systems.  Other topics include: oceanography, astronomy,

weather and climate.  Students will explore Earth Science by choosing and researching topics and places of personal in-

terest.  They will use the scientific method to perform experiments and will participate in a science fair.

0202 LITERATURE & LANGUAGE ARTS 8 Full Year

This course expands the major content areas begun in seventh grade focusing on reading, writing, listening, speaking,

critical thinking, and language study.  Emphasized are journal writing, character and theme analysis, essay test questions,

and formal essays.  Literature continues the study from folk tale to modern literature, including the novel The Outsiders
and the nonfiction The Diary of Anne Frank.
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0901 EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY 8 1 Quarter

Students will expand on the concepts learned in the "Discovering Technology"  7th grade course.  Emphasis is placed on

building the student's self-confidence through successful completion of hands-on activities directly related to the world of

technology.

0821 MUSIC 8 1 Quarter

This course will extend the examination of the basic elements of music.  Studies will include music listening, ear training,

music appreciation, vocal singing, music history, including the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic

and Scientific Periods.  Students will continue to examine film scoring, Catholic social teachings, and musical responsi-

bilities of our society.

0002 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 1 Semester

This is the basic physical education course for eighth graders and is part the minimum requirement for all middle school

students.  It is activity-centered and designed to meet the needs of the student in two important ways, providing 1) expo-

sure to lifetime sports and  2) much-needed physical activity.

0108 RELIGION 8 1 Semester

This course helps students grow in their understanding and expression of the Christian faith from a Catholic perspective.

The course covers prayer, Jesus, Sacraments, morality, the saints, church history and living our faith today.  Special em-

phasis is placed upon helping students make connections between their learning at school and their participation in their

church communities.

0921 SKILLS FOR LIVING 8 1 Quarter

During the 8th grade course of study, students will gain increased knowledge and develop living skills in the areas of Nu-

trition and Health for the teen years.  Money management, analyzing advertisements, consumer choice and consumer re-

sponsibility are some of the areas covered in Consumer Education.  Personal Development will cover current topics

related to stress, communication techniques and decision making skills.

0421 SOCIAL STUDIES 8 Full Year

Students continue the study of American History from Reconstruction to the present time period.  Students apply and de-

velop critical thinking skills in a variety of learning situations.  Methods used include debates, discussions, group and in-

dividual projects, role-plays, videos and individual papers.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (GRADE 7 & 8) ELECTIVE COURSES

Student should select one full-year elective or two one-semester electives.

0850 CREATIVE DRAMATICS 1 Semester

Creative Dramatics is a combination of theater games, exercises and story-telling techniques.  Student skills are strength-

ened in creativity, imagination, sensory awareness and problem solving.  Social skills improved are self-control, ability to

work in groups, self-image and self-confidence, and overcoming shyness.  Theater skills developed include pantomime,

improvisation and dialogue.

0227 CREATIVE WRITING 1 Semester

Students will be introduced to the writing process through journal writing, as well as the writing of short stories and po-

etry.  Techniques for brainstorming and idea development will be emphasized.  One-act plays, internet activities, and de-

scriptive and persuasive writing are some of the assignments that students will explore.
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0228 MASS COMMUNICATIONS 1 Semester

Media literacy empowers students with the tools needed to understand mass media.  They will recognize and explore mar-

keting ploys that seek to manipulate consumers.  The students in the course will analyze the benefits and drawbacks of

various media.  Students will use critical thinking skills, prepared speeches to explain and persuade, impromptu speeches

in discussion, creative projects, and interactive listening.

0824 MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND Full Year

This performing ensemble stresses basic fundamentals of instrumental technique, music reading and overall musicianship.

Large group rehearsals are augmented by sectionals, individual assignments, as well as periodic written work. Perform-

ance at concerts is required of all members. 

0822 MIDDLE SCHOOL CHOIR Full Year

This course is designed to provide a positive learning environment in which students can discover musical talents and

skills.  This Festival Chorus will perform at four concerts during the school year and at school Masses.  

0226  STUDY SKILLS 1 Semester

This course is designed to suport middle school students in attaining academic success.  Students will learn and practice

reading strategies as well as study skills and strategies.

0503 TEEN WELLNESS 1 Semester

This course is designed to address the many health and wellness issues facing the middle school student, including body

changes and changes in peer and family relationships.  To make better choices for a healthy lifestyle, students will study

human body systems, functions and structures, and relate them to their social, physical, and mental/emotional develop-

ment.  Possible topics include peer pressure, stress and relaxation, harassment, communication, Internet safety, nutrition,

disease, disability, puberty and sexuality, body image, anxiety and depression, learning styles, and decision-making and

positive choices.

WORLD LANGUAGES

NOTE: Please refer to page two, (College Preparation) with respect to world language recommendations. Seventh

grade students are not eligible to enroll in a World Language course.  World Languages for 8th grade students are offered

at level one only. To qualify, seventh grade students must have earned a grade of A or B in Math, Science, Social Studies,

and English. These academic prerequisites must be met at registration time and continue to be met at the end of second

semester.

0608 FRENCH I Full Year

This course is an introduction to the French language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of language

learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening as well as an introduction to the culture.  Main topics include

greetings and introductions, expressing likes and dislikes, describing self and others, shopping for food and clothing, pas-

times, sports, hobbies, and future plans

0616 GERMAN I Full Year

This course is an introduction to the German language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of lan-

guage learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Students will experience the German culture through

song, food, geography and other cultural influences.

0624 SPANISH I Full Year

This course is an introduction to the Spanish language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of lan-

guage learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening as well as an introduction to the culture.  Main topics in-

clude greetings and introductions, expressing likes and dislikes, describing self and others, shopping for food and

clothing, pastimes, sports, hobbies, and future plans.
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(Includes World Language electives for grade 8)  

ART

0802 ART FUNDAMENTALS   1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

This course includes the study of Art elements (line, shape, color, value, texture) and the principles of design (balance,

harmony, rhythm), emphasizing basic experiences with tools, processes and concepts.  It is a broad-area course that builds

a foundation for the other art courses offered as well as an appreciation for art and our cultural heritage.  A $10 lab fee is

required.

0804 DRAWING/PAINTING 1 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 

Prerequisite: B or better in Art Fundamentals

This course will focus on drawing basics, providing a solid foundation for painting.  Students will complete a portfolio of

drawings, and focus on painting in the second part of the course.  Students will study color, composition, and painting

techniques.  A $10 lab fee is required.

0805 DRAWING/PAINTING 2 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 

Prerequisite:  Drawing/Painting

Starting with a review of drawing techniques, material, approaches, and terms, students move on to advanced techniques 

in scratch board.  Students are encouraged to use chalks and oil pastels, charcoal, markers, and collage methods on a vari-

ety of drawing surfaces.  There are teacher-directed still life and design problems. The techniques of contemporary artists

introduce students to the painting unit.  In the study of painting, students learn techniques and skills as well as artists’ in-

sights and secrets. Students are encouraged to participate in weekly critiques and develop their own styles.  A $10 lab fee

is required.

0812 2D STUDIO ARTS 1 1 Semester  1 Credit

0813 2D STUDIO ARTS 2 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals

Students will explore a range of 2-Dimensional media, both wet and dry (pencil, marker, washes, watercolor pencil, silver

point).  The world of graphic design will become real to students through projects in fashion, car, product, and CD/book

cover design.  Disciplines include drawing basics, media technique and the necessary skills for visual communication, in-

cluding participation in weekly critiques.  Students taking 0813-2D Studio Arts 2 will be able to specialize in an area of

interest and have the opportunity to build their individual portfolios for college and scholarship applications.  Students

will participate in weekly critiques.  A $10 lab fee is required.
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0814 LIFE DRAWING 1 1 Semester  1 Credit

0815 LIFE DRAWING 2 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals

Students taking this course will learn how to draw from life.  They'll work on resemblance, anatomy, do caricature and

cartooning, and fashion illustration.  By drawing each other and exploring techniques of wet and dry media, they will dis-

cover the creative possibilities and expressive power of drawing people.  Students will participate in weekly critiques.

Those students taking 0815-Life Drawing 2 will be able to specialize in an area of interest and have the opportunity to

build their individual portfolios for college and scholarship applications.  A $10 lab fee is required.

0816 INTENSIVE STUDIO ARTS 1       1 Semester  1 Credit

0817 INTENSIVE STUDIO ARTS 2 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 10-12

Prerequisite:  MUST have successfully completed at least one year of art and have approval of teacher 

For the very advanced, self-motivated student who has demonstrated a strong commitment to the study of art, teacher-di-

rected studies are offered in areas of specialization such as drawing, painting, sculpture, mixed, media and computer

graphics and digital photography.  Applying for college art scholarships will also be covered.   A $10 lab fee is required.

Students will participate in weekly critiques.

0818 COMPUTER GRAPHICS AND DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals or approval of teacher

This course brings students into the world of digital imaging and computer graphics.  Digital photography is different

from film photography in that images are made from "pixels" inside the camera and not processed in a dark room.

Course work will be done on Macintosh computers, using digital cameras, scanners and printers.  Students will take pic-

tures and learn to make digital files, morph images and repair damaged photos.  Students will use Adobe Photoshop and

learn how to use the tool bar, menu and palette; and work with file size, resolution quality, cropping, noise reduction and

color manipulation.  Learning to use Photoshop is a must for students pursuing careers in marketing, business, journalism,

PR work, design, advertising, illustration, web design, and video game design. Students will participate in weekly cri-

tiques. There is a $10 lab fee for the course.

0819 COMPUTER GRAPHICS AND DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 2 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 10-12

Prerequisite: Computer Graphics and Digital Photography 1

This course is for the very advanced, self-motivated student who has demonstrated a strong commitment to computer

graphics and digital photography. With the continued use of  Adobe Photoshop CS3, along with the introduction of Adobe

Illustrator and iMovie, this course introduces more design aspects beneficial for students pursuing careers in illustration,

advertising, fashion design, interior design, web design, photo journalism, journalism, marketing, and business.  Students

will learn how to enhance images for analysis and presentation.  Students will also learn how to make and present design

proposals suitable to project design briefs introduced from small businesses, marketing firms, design companies, and ad-

vertising companies.  Through this process, students will develop an understanding of corporate identity and become fa-

miliar with the tasks and duties expected in thegraphic design field.  Additionally, students explore design areas that are

important to companies, and discover the level of power, precision, and control within advertising and design.  There is a

$10 lab fee for the course.
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0829 INTRODUCTION TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

Prerequisite: Art Fundamentals or approval of instructor

Since its origins, photography has served as a significant method of documenting the human experience, as well as pro-

viding a means of artistic expression.  This introductory level black and white photography course will cover the history

and technical elements of photography, design and composition, operation of a manual single lens reflex (SLR) camera,

film development, printing chemistry, and enlargement technique, as well as presentation and display options.  Students

will have the opportunity to complete structured assignments as well as propose and complete studio and location proj-

ects.  It is highly recommended that students have easy and regular access to a 35mm SLR film camera that allows for

manual control of exposure, focus, aperture, shutter speed, depth of field, and composition.  There is a $10 lab fee for the

course.

BUSINESS

0701 COMPUTER APPLICATIONS                                                              1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 10-12

This course provides an opportunity for students to learn how to create a web page (FrontPage), work extensively with

spreadsheets (Excel) and create databases (Access).  Students will use the Internet, e-mail, a scanner, a digital camera,

and a CD burner.  PowerPoint and Microsoft Word will be used to create multi-media projects and presentations.

0702 CONSUMER EDUCATION                                                                    1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This is a personal finance class designed to give students the skills they need to manage their money and credit, and make

wise and safe decisions as a consumer. This class will help any student by teaching them practical personal finance 

concepts and skills.

0703 SALES AND MARKETING 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 10-12

This course will help students understand marketing and discover how to apply what they learn to both personal and busi-

ness settings. Students will learn about topics such as: interviewing for a job, marketing ethics, market research, consumer

behavior, and much more. Activities in this class will include realistic, hands-on assignments and projects. This class will

also include guest speakers, (subject to availability) which will give students a chance to talk to business professionals in

marketing.  

0704 COMPUTER LITERACY                                                                      1 Semester  1 Credit

Required for grade 9

This course is designed to help students learn essential computer skills. After building keyboarding speed and accuracy,

students will use Microsoft Word to create and format meaningful documents for college and beyond. They will also use

Excel and Powerpoint to create powerful spreadsheets and effective presentations. Upon completion of this course, stu-

dents will have their completed work to create a reference manual for future use.
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ENGLISH
(See also below:  Honors English, 9-12)

The English program, grades 7 through 12, integrates all the language arts strands:  reading, writing, speaking, listening,

research, grammar usage, and vocabulary study.  Evaluation is based on classroom participation, assignments, projects,

quizzes, papers, essays, and tests. Textbooks used in the 7th and 8th grades are English (Houghton Mifflin) and Literature
(Prentice Hall).  In grades 9 -10, the textbooks are Prentice Hall Literature and Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar.

0204 INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 9 Full Year   2 Credits

This course provides a holistic approach to English language and literature.  Major units include short stories, novels (To
Kill a Mockingbird and Of Mice and Men), drama (Romeo and Juliet), poetry, study skills, writing, grammar, and inde-

pendent reading projects (Until They Bring the Streetcars Back and other works of fiction and non-fiction).  Public speak-

ing, spelling, and vocabulary are integrated into each unit as well.

0206 WORLD LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 10 Full Year   2 Credits

This course integrates a research unit and the writing of personal narrative, literary analysis, and compare/contrast essays

through the study of world literature including A Midsummer Night's Dream, Metamorphosis, Oedipus, and excerpts from

The Odyssey. Grammar and vocabulary are studied throughout the year.

0208 AMERICAN LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 11 Full Year  2 Credits

This composition and literature course introduces students to analyzing and evaluating the literature of America through

such novels as The Scarlet Letter, The Great Gatsby, The Catcher in the Rye, poets such as Walt Whitman and Emily

Dickinson, as well as dramas and a broad collection of non-fiction essays.  Students examine the historical context and

philosophical foundations of the American literary landscape through readings, class discussions, and formal critical writ-

ing.  In addition, students write an extensive research paper on an American novel of their choice.  

0210 BRITISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 12 Full Year  2 Credits

Senior English begins with writing college applications and essays.  It then examines epic, lyric, and dramatic poetry and

literature, primarily in the British tradition.  Novels and plays include Frankenstein, 1984, and Hamlet.  Proper grammar

usage, vocabulary, and writing skills are developed throughout the year.

HONORS ENGLISH

The four-year Honors English program provides a language arts core enhanced by the humanities: art, music, history and

philosophy.  This program requires more effort, gives greater opportunity for individual accomplishment, and penetrates

deeper into both the content of literature and the analysis of that content than do the regular English classes.  An Honors

entrance exam is offered in May for students who demonstrate superior skills in writing, speaking, listening, and reading.

If a student is not accepted, he/she may test again in May of the following year, provided that an “A” average is main-

tained in the non-honors English course.  At the 11th and 12th grades, the Advanced Placement college level courses are

offered, and students have the opportunity to take the AP Exam in May for possible college credit.   
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0212 HONORS INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 9 Full Year  2 Credits

The first year of the Honors English program provides a holistic study of all major facets of English language and

literature.  Grammar, vocabulary, and essay writing are the major focuses of the language study.  Literary studies cover

the four major genres of novels, drama, short stories, and poetry.  Major works include To Kill a Mockingbird, The Cho-
sen, Until They Bring the Streetcars Back, Romeo and Juliet, and Of Mice and Men.  Students must maintain a“B- grade

to remain in this class.

0214 HONORS WORLD LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 10                Full Year  2 Credits

The second year of the Honors English program focuses on world literature, mythology, archetypes and “the hero’s jour-

ney.”  Major works include Oedipus, Julius Caesar, The Lord of the Flies, and excerpts from The Odyssey.  The course in-

cludes a grammar component, vocabulary study, several essay types, and a research unit and paper.  The course also

includes a personal narrative composition and literary analysis and explication.    

0217 AP LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION/HONORS AMERICAN LITERATURE 11               Full Year  2 Credits

This rigorous class in composition and American Literature, is comprised of six units:  early American, colonialism, na-

tionalism, American Renaissance, industrialization and expansion, and modernism.  All periods are studied intensively

using a college-level textbook and novels such as The Scarlet Letter and The Great Gatsby.  The class is heavily focused

on composition:  compare/contrast, rhetorical devices and strategies, analysis of writing styles, research paper, and sev-

eral timed essay writings.  Students in this course have the opportunity to take the national Language and Composition

Advanced Placement exam in the spring. Students must maintain a “C” grade to remain in this class.

0219 AP LITERATURE & COMPOSITION/HONORS BRITISH LITERATURE 12      Full Year  2 Credits

Within the fourth year of the Honors English program, students will continue rigorous college level studies with a heavy

emphasis on British literature.  Major works include Beowulf, excerpts from The Canterbury Tales, The Awakening, 

Things Fall Apart, Macbeth, and A Doll’s House.  Other major units in this course are poetry analysis and analytical writ-

ing about literature.  Students in this course have the opportunity to take the national Literature and Composition Ad-

vanced Placement exam in the spring.  Students who take this course at Hill-Murray may also be eligible for three college

credits through the Program for Advanced College Credit (PACC) sponsored by St. Mary’s University of MN. Students

must maintain a “C” grade to remain in this class.

The following elective courses do not fulfill an English requirement for graduation.

0222 CREATIVE WRITING                                                                                                                    1 Semester  1 Credit

Prerequisite:  Current English teacher’s recommendation

Creative Writing focuses on the writing and creative processes:  pre-writing/brainstorming, drafting, and editing/revising.

Although the final product is important, emphasis is also placed on how writers arrive at the final product.  Large group

discussions on topics such as plot conflicts, voice, language usage, and audience, as well as large group editing of stu-

dents’ works are important in this class.  Required assignments include short stories, autobiography, poetry, and plays.

Students who are seriously committed to improving their writing and who possess creativity and self-discipline are en-

couraged to apply for this course.
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0232 YEARBOOK 1 Semester  1 Credit

Prerequisite:  Current English teacher’s recommendation and approval of yearbook advisor

Students in this course will study and implement basic journalism principles including writing, reporting, photography,

composition, and layout and design using current industry desktop publishing software.  Students registering for this 

class will serve as part of the yearbook staff and will gain practical experience as course work will be used for publication

in The Omega.

0234 FILM & MEDIA STUDIES 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

In this introductory course, the student gains critical understanding of the power and intent of visual media.  Film as art,

cinematic elements and vocabulary, the history of film and television and their impact on the American culture are some

of the areas included.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE

0930 FOODS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-10

Students will study the principles of preparing foods from the following areas: baked products, pastas and rice, dairy

products, eggs, fruits and vegetables, meats and alternative sources of protein. Also covered are specialty topics of 

consumerism and sports nutrition.  Emphasis on healthy eating habits and current health issues will be incorporated into

each unit.  At the end of the semester, students will plan and prepare complete meals.  A lab fee will be charged for this

class.

If you have already taken Foods (0930NR), do not enroll in Upper Classmen Foods (0932NR).  Enroll, instead, in Eth-

nic/Gourmet Foods (0933NR).

0932 UPPERCLASSMEN FOODS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This course may not be taken by upperclassmen who already have taken Foods/0930. Students will study the principles

of food preparation for baked products, pastas and rices, fruits and vegetables, proteins and healthy desserts.  Emphasis

will be on meal planning, consumer awareness, and budgeting and shopping in preparation for life on their own.  A lab

fee will be charged for this class.
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0933 ETHNIC/GOURMET FOODS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This course is designed with two focal areas, ethnic and gourmet food study.  Students will study regional (American) and

ethnic (international) cuisine.  Complete meals from each area will be prepared.  Students will also study food preparation

and food styling for entertaining and special occasions.  A lab fee will be charged for this class.

0935 PARENTING SKILLS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This course is designed to help students understand and care for children from birth through preschool age.  It will begin

with a study of the importance of preparing for parenthood, prenatal care, and the birth process.  The physical, emotional,

social and cognitive needs of infants through preschool age will be emphasized.  Topics such as positive and negative dis-

cipline, development of self-esteem and first aid and medical emergencies will be integrated into the course.

MATHEMATICS

0304 PRE-ALGEBRA Full Year  2 Credits

This course provides a full year of reinforcement in the fundamentals of integers, fractions, percents and measurement.

At the same time, basic abstractions of beginning algebra are introduced and integrated.  This course should ensure an

easy transition to a first course in algebra.

0306 ALGEBRA I Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or approval of Math Department

This first course in algebra will enable the student to represent problem situations with expressions, equations, inequali-

ties and graphing.  The focus will be the introduction of algebraic techniques for application in various situations.

0308 ADVANCED ALGEBRA I Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  Approval of Math Department 

This course is designed for the student to demonstrate algebraic problem solving strategies.  It will provide the student

with a means to apply algebraic transformations using expressions, equations, inequalities and graphing.

0309 ALGEBRA II (8 and 9) Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  Algebra I and approval of Math Department

This course is a study of Algebra II topics including: linear and quadratic equations, systems, functions, conics, exponen-

tial properties, logarithmic functions and rational functions.  An introduction to trigonometry is presented as time allows.

Technology applications are integrated throughout the course to make concepts more meaningful.
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0310 GEOMETRY Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: Algebra I

This course presents the students with a balance of theory and application in their study of geometry.  They will work 

toward making mathematical connections between the ideas of deductive reasoning, algebra, and motion while studying

traditional geometric topics.  Algebra skills are strengthened through geometric applications during the course.

0312  ADVANCED GEOMETRY  Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra I or approval of Math Department

This course thoroughly covers basic Euclidean geometry.  Objects are studied on the plane and in space.  Reasoning and

proof is used throughout the course to solve or prove geometric problems.  Several different types of proofs are taught.

Drawing of plane and solid objects is also studied to enhance students’ spatial perception skills and understanding.  This

course also includes lessons on basic right triangle trigonometry.  Algebra skills are used throughout the course.   

0314 HONORS GEOMETRY Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  B in Algebra II (8 and 9) or approval of Math Department

This course is intended to be for those students who are capable of dealing with more mathematical theory and structure.

It is a traditionally formal approach to Euclidean geometry and logical reasoning.  Algebra II skills and concepts are in-

corporated and strengthened throughout the year.

0318 ALGEBRA II/TRIG Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: Geometry

This is a course in second year algebra including the following topics: linear equations, polynomials, rational expressions,

irrational numbers, quadratic equations, functions, conics, exponential functions, systems and an introduction to

trigonometry.  The emphasis of the course is the continued application of algebraic concepts in various situations. 

0320 ADVANCED ALGEBRA II/TRIG Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  Advanced Geometry

This course in Algebra II presents algebraic concepts visually with the use of technology.  Graphing calculators are used

to integrate ideas from algebra and geometry.  The topics studied are: quadratic equations, systems, functions, conics, ex-

ponential functions, logarithmic functions, rational functions, trigonometry and discrete topics.  The emphasis of the

course is the expression of mathematical ideas discovered through investigation.  

0322 HONORS MATHEMATICS 3/TRIG Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  B in Honors Geometry or approval of Math Department

This course includes all mathematical topics necessary to prepare for Honors Calculus.  Major topics developed are; a

comprehensive study of trigonometry, the properties and graphs of the major groups of functions, probability, statistics,

other discrete topics, and an introduction to limits.  Graphing calculators are required.
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0324 MATH ANALYSIS Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: C in Algebra II/Trig or approval of Math Department

This comprehensive course provides solid preparation for college level courses.  Topics included are linear algebra,

trigonometry, quadratics, statistics, probability, series, sequences and other discrete topics.

0326 PRE-CALCULUS Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: C+ in Adv. Algebra II/Trig or approval of Math Department

This is a Pre-calculus course providing the student with a balance between theory and application.  The topics included

are graphing, functions, trigonometry, quadratics, and discrete topics.  Graphing calculators are required.

0328 AP/HONORS CALCULUS Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: B in Hon. Math 3/Trig or Pre-Calculus or approval of Math Department

This course develops all topics included in the curriculum required by the Advanced Placement Program of the College

Board for the AB Calculus exam.  Saint Mary's University of Minnesota also offers optional college credit for juniors and

seniors taking Calculus at Hill-Murray.  Differential and integral calculus concepts and applications are included. Graph-

ing calculators are required.

0329 AP/HONORS CALCULUS II Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite:  B in Honors Calculus and minimum score of 4 on AP Calculus AB Exam

This course develops all curriculum topics required by the Advanced Placement Program of the College Board for the BC

Calculus exam.  Concepts from Calculus I would be extended to include: parametric, polar and vector functions, numeri-

cal solution of differential equations, improper integrals and other topic.  Graphing calculators are required.

0330 INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY Full Year  2 Credits

Prerequisite: C in Algebra II/Trig or approval of Math Department

This course is an introduction to elementary statistics and probability.  Students will gain an understanding of the ways in

which the methods and theories of statistics are used in organizing, analyzing and interpreting data.  The TI83 PLUS

graphing calculator is required.

0332 AP/HONORS STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY  Full Year   2 Credits

Prerequisite: B or better on the final exam for Advanced Algebra II and a B or better in Advanced Algebra II or higher

level math class, or teacher recommendation

This Advanced Placement course is an excellent option for students who wish to complete studies equivalent to a one-se-

mester, introductory, non-calculus-based college level statistics course.  The AP course will introduce student to the major

concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  A graphing calculator with statistical ca-

pabilities such as the TI-83/84 is required. Students who successfully complete the course and AP exam may receive col-

lege credit, advanced placement, or both.
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MUSIC

0826 CONCERT CHOIR Full Year  2 Credits 

Elective 9-12

This performing ensemble stresses a high level of musicianship including vocal technique and sight-reading.  Emphasis is

placed on learning and performing a variety of vocal music literature representing all major musical periods. Learning

takes place in daily large group rehearsals as well as sectionals and individual sessions.  Attendance at school concerts,

contests and musical festivals is required.  

0832 CHORAL MUSIC (Chamber Singers) Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 9-12

Audition Required

This performing ensemble is designed for the advanced vocal student.  Students will develop advanced performance skills

by incorporating a range of musical concepts, musical styles, choral elements, and through performance practice.  

This choral group will perform several concerts throughout the year, including area music festivals and contests.  Atten-

dance at all performances is required.  Auditions for the ensemble will take place in the spring and early

summer of the year.  Students should contact the Hill-Murray School Vocal Music Director at 651-748-2443 for audition

information.

0828 CONCERT BAND Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 9-12

This performing ensemble is open to students in grades 9-12 and stresses the fundamentals of music literacy and develop-

ment.  Rehearsals and sectionals stress the development of sound, technique, and proficiency on one's instrument as well

as core musical concepts relative to large ensemble performance.  The Concert Band performs several concerts through-

out the year.  Attendance at all performances is a requirement of the course.  Students enrolled in this course will be part

of the Hill-Murray Marching Band and Pep Band. Marching and Pep Band rehearsals will take place during the class 

period.

0833 HONORS CHORAL MUSIC Full Year  2 Credits

0837 HONORS SYMPHONIC BAND  Full Year  2 Credits

Motivated and capable senior Choral Music and Symphonic Band students may register for this course at the honors level

by passing a required audition and written exam which covers elements of both music and theory.  Students will be ex-

pected to document extensive practice and lesson sessions, complete a research paper, build a portfolio and complete a ju-

ried performance of college level solo literature each semester.

0836 SYMPHONIC BAND               Full Year  2 Credits  

Elective 9-12                        

Audition required

This performing ensemble is offered for more advanced students, grades 9-12.  Advanced musical concepts will be dis-

cussed in relation to the many different styles of music performed.  Auditions will be held during the spring. The Sym-

phonic Band performs several concerts throughout the year, including area music festivals.  Attendance at all

performances is required.  Students approved for this ensemble will be part of the Hill-Murray Marching Band, and Pep

Band.  Audition materials and instructions will be mailed to all registered band students.  Marching and pep band re-

hearsals will take place during the class period.
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0838 AP MUSIC THEORY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Prerequisite: Ability to read and understanding music at an intermediate level

This course is designed to develop a student's ability to recognize, understand, and describe the materials and processes of

music. The course will instill mastery of musical terminology, including hearing and notating pitches, intervals, scales,

keys, and chords. We will also focus on music organization and rhythmic patterns.  Building on this foundation, the

course will progress to include more sophisticated and creative tasks, such as melodic and harmonic dictation, composi-

tion of a bass line for a given melody, implying appropriate harmony, realization of a figured bass, realization of a Roman

numeral progression, analysis of repertoire including: melody, harmony, rhythm, texture, form and sight-singing. Students

will be offered the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement Examination in Music Theory, offered in the Spring.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH

The Physical Education curriculum at Hill-Murray attempts to provide all students with the opportunity to develop skill

and understanding that will enable them to enjoy and appreciate their physical development.  Physical Education has

unique opportunities for developing desirable character and social traits as well as defined responsibilities toward the

physical development of the individual.

Objectives of the courses are increased strength and endurance, better motor skills and improved health practices, as well

as fulfillment of the recreational and social needs of the individual. Emphasis in all classes will be placed on lifetime

sports with a focus on learning by doing.  A wide variety of experiences will be provided so that each student is exposed

to as many activities as possible.

0019 HEALTH 9 1 Semester  1 Credit

Required for grade 9

This course enables students to explore a variety of topics related to personal and public health in order to develop a bet-

ter understanding of how hereditary, environmental, and behavioral risk factors may affect their overall health and future

well-being.  Units will include stress, mental health and mental disorders, chemical use and abuse, nutrition and fitness,

infectious and non-infectious diseases and disabilities, and human sexuality and related topics..

0003 PHYSICAL EDUCATION  9 1 Semester  1 Credit

Required for grade 9

This is the basic Physical Education course for freshmen and is the minimum requirement for all students.  The Presi-

dent's Council on Physical Fitness Test will be administered in the fall/spring.  The basics of the following life sports will

be covered: volleyball, archery, tennis, badminton, plus team sports such as speedball, softball, floor hockey and basket-

ball.  Only the rudiments of each activity will be covered.

0005  SOPHOMORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION                                                                                    1 Semester  1 Credit

Required                                 

This is the basic, required Physical Education course for all sophomores.  It is a progression from the basic freshman class

with a refinement of the fundamental activities learned the previous year.  The fitness test is again given and activities are

those experienced as freshmen with emphasis placed on refinement of skills along with socialization through participation

in physical activity.
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0020  ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION I                                    1 Semester  1 Credit

0022  ADVANCED PHYSICAL EDUCATION II                                                                         1 Semester  1 Credit

This course is designed as an activity class for juniors and seniors who find Physical Education enjoyable and rewarding.

It is designed to meet the needs of the student as an outlet for physical activity through a structured course of activities,

primarily in the area of life sports.

0023 BOYS BEGINNING WEIGHT TRAINING I   1 Semester  1 Credit        

0012 BOYS BEGINNING WEIGHT TRAINING II 1 Semester  1 Credit

This course is designed for the beginner who is interested in developing themselves physically through the use of modern

strength training techniques.  It is assumed that each student enrolled has little or no background in the area of weight

training.   Fundamentals are taught from the basics up with the ultimate goal of each student developing and implement-

ing a strength program designed to meet their specific goals.  This course is limited to boys in grades 10-12.

0013 BOYS ADVANCED WEIGHT TRAINING I 1 Semester  1 Credit

0014 BOYS ADVANCED WEIGHT TRAINING II 1 Semester  1 Credit 

This course is open to junior and senior boys who have completed the Beginning Weight Training course and would like

to build on the base they have established.

0017 GIRLS WEIGHT TRAINING I 1 Semester  1 Credit

0018 GIRLS WEIGHT TRAINING II 1 Semester  1 Credit

This course is open to sophomore, junior and senior girls who are interested in developing themselves physically through

the use of modern strength training techniques.  Fundamentals are taught from the basics up with the ultimate goal of each

student developing and implementing a strength training program designed to meet their specific goals.

0016 STANDARD FIRST AID-CPR/ATHLETIC TRAINING 1 Semester  1 Credit

This course, open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors, will be divided into two major sections.  The first half of the

course will involve instruction in basic first aid techniques and performance of cardio-pulmonary resuscitation.  Upon

successful completion of this section, the students will be certified in adult, infant and child CPR and community first aid.

During the second half of the course, students will focus on the role of the athletic trainer in the prevention, treatment,

and rehabilitation of athletic injuries, including an introduction to basic anatomy, concentrating on the limbs, back, and

cardiovascular system.  Preventative taping techniques will also be presented.  Evaluation will consist of both written and

practical exams.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

0102 RELIGIOUS STUDIES 9 COVENANT AND COMMUNITY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Required for grade 9

This course begins with an introductory unit on the Bible.  Students will study how the theme of covenant is played out in

the Hebrew Scriptures and in our everyday lives.  Special emphasis will be placed on Catholic Social Teaching in the con-

text of the Hebrew prophets.  Each unit in Scripture will be applied to current issues such as: respect for life, living in

community, cooperation, intimacy and chastity, sexual harassment and other respect issues.    

.    

0103 RELIGIOUS STUDIES 10 JESUS AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 1 Semester  1 Credit       

Required for grade 10

This course explores the origins and significance of the Christian Scriptures.  The course focuses primarily on examining

the life, ministry, and message of Jesus as witnessed by the Gospels.  Emphasis is also placed upon developing skills to

interpret Scripture's message for today from the Gospels and other Christian Scripture texts.  

0104 THE CHURCH 1 Semester  1 Credit

Required for grade 11

The subject matter of this class will be the Church: its history, theological development, Sacraments, and place in the con-

temporary world.  As Catholic theologian Karl Rahner says: “The two concepts (Church and Sacraments) are intended to

throw light on one another in the course of the inquiry, so that a deeper understanding of the Church may be gained by

asking what the Sacraments are, and a greater comprehension of the Sacraments (may be gained), by reflecting on what

the Church is.”  

0114 PERSONAL ETHICS & SOCIAL JUSTICE 1 Semester  1 Credit

Required grade 12

This course explores what it means to be a Christian in the world today living as a disciple of Christ. Personal ethics and

social justice will be studied in the light of the primacy of personal conscience and Catholic Social Teachings. Students

will examine moral development and study moral concepts in the Catholic tradition.  Students will also investigate signif-

icant contemporary justice issues through social analysis.  Topics include protecting human life, promoting economic jus-

tice, pursuing peace, and caring for creation.

0120 WORLD RELIGIONS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Open to grades 11-12

Students will study the universal experience of the search for spiritual and theological meaning in their lives through the

examination of seven world religions.  This course investigates Hinduism, Buddhism, paganism, Judaism, Islam, Christi-

anity and Native American Spirituality.  Students will compare and contrast each religion to their own religious 

experience.  The focus of this course is on the search for truth and the contributions people who seek the truth bring to the

common good.
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0122 SPIRITUAL AWAKENINGS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Open to grades 11-12

The goal of this class is to prepare students for the transitions of human life. The fundamental question we will ask is:

How does one engage the world as a disciple of Jesus Christ as a sacred person with a sacred mission? We will specifi-

cally look at the periods of societal, cultural and personal transitions one encounters along life's path. We will examine the

themes of identity, initiation, vocations/career choice, lifestyles, leisure activity, prayer, discipleship and death. We will

also explore the rites of passage that accompany the various changes we encounter throughout our lifetimes.

0124 CONTEMPORARY FAITH PERSPECTIVES 1 Semester  1 Credit

Open to grades 11-12

Students will investigate important contemporary topics of faith.  This course examines ecumenical and interreligious is-

sues such as leadership, salvation, moral living, and interfaith dialogue and prayer in the search for truth.  The course will

draw from Catholic theology and survey various ecumenical and interreligious viewpoints.  Students will learn about the

ways in which systems of belief and practice differ from the Catholic faith and ways in which important spiritual truths

can be found in other belief systems.

0110 HONORS INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Prerequisites:  Minimum GPA of 3.0; recommendation of your English instructor in junior year; permission of 

Introduction to Theology instructor

This course is an honors level elective offered for seniors.  The course provides an overview of the fundamental theologi-

cal themes covered in an undergraduate college level introduction to theology course.  Topics include the relationship be-

tween faith and reason, the nature of God, the nature of humanity, the historical-critical study of Scripture, the religious

imagination, the nature of the Church, and spirituality.  Students who take this course at Hill-Murray may also be eligible

for 3 college credits through the Program for Advanced College Credit (PACC) sponsored by St. Mary’s University of

Minnesota.

0112 CHRISTIAN SERVICE LEARNING 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This course focuses on the value of community service as an important part of our Christian faith.  Students are guided

through a process to discern their gifts and talents and seek out a placement in the community to offer service.  In addi-

tion to their service placement, students are required to coordinate one community service project that is open to all stu-

dents and staff.  This course meets over the lunch hours and students serve at their placement three times a week at 

that time.  Two days a week will be spent with the class processing their experiences of service. 

Christian Service Learning does not count toward the religion requirement.
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SCIENCE

0504 PHYSICAL SCIENCE Full Year  2 Credits

Required for grade 9

Using laboratory demonstrations and experiments, Physical Science focuses on the scientific method, 

measurements, and the basic principles of chemistry and physics.  In the chemistry portion of the class, students will learn

about the properties of matter, states of matter and their changes, solutions and mixtures, elements, atomic structure, and

the periodic table.  The physics portion of the class focuses on students exploring kinematics and dynamics, machines,

waves, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism.

0506 BIOLOGY Full Year  2 Credits

Required for grade 10

This full-year course is designed to introduce students to a wide variety of biological sciences. The theme of the course is

to convey the meaning, scope and excitement of biology and to discuss how it relates to the student’s life and interests.

Topics will include: scientific method, genetics, evolution, taxonomy, cells, cell division, microbiology, ecology, zoology

and current events.  Students are expected to gain information through discussions, laboratories, lectures, textbooks, read-

ings, films, computer programs, and dissections.

0508 HONORS BIOLOGY                    Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 10                         

Prerequisite: A- or better for all 4 quarters of Physical Science and recommendation by Science Department

This full-year course is designed for students who have high ability and interest in the sciences.  Emphasis is placed on

initiative and self-motivation as branches of biology are explored through laboratories, discussions, and projects. Special 

projects will include: researching and presenting environmental issues, building a cell model and DNA model, writing a

paper on a fetal pig dissection, discussing current science events and bioethical issues, drawing and analyzing family

pedigrees and performing comparative anatomy dissections.  Teacher recommendations and grades will be reviewed and

final selection/registration will be completed in July.

0510 ADVANCED ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites:  C- or better (both semesters of current science class(es); recommendation by Science Department

This full-year course is designed for students who have an interest in exploring, in depth, the development, structure,

function, and heredity of the human.  The course includes an integrated examination and analysis of reproduction; em-

bryology (development); anatomy and physiology of all twelve body systems; and heredity. Special projects

include: hands-on experimenting; evaluating current technology and its impact; incubating and examining developing

chick embryos;  researching, presenting and debating ethical issues; and integrating the human systems through

dissections.

23



0512 CHEMISTRY                                                                                                                                    Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 11-12

Prerequisite: C- or better in both semesters of current science class(es); recommendation by Science Department 

and enrollment in or completion of Algebra II

Chemistry is a comprehensive introductory course.  It examines the structure and properties of matter to enable

the student to develop a better understanding of the physical world.  A balanced approach is presented in combining

chemical theories and concepts with quantitative problems.  Theories and concepts are developed further by laboratory in-

vestigations and demonstrations.  Good math skills are important.

0514 HONORS CHEMISTRY Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites: B or better in Honors Biology or A in Biology (both semesters);  recommendation by Science 

Department and enrollment in or completion of Advanced Algebra II or Honors Math 3

The instructional goals of this course are based on the principle that students develop greater understanding of concepts

when they are active participants, given responsibility for their own learning, learn concepts that are meaningful to their

own lives, and encouraged to reflect on and compare their understanding with their teacher and peers. In keeping with this

philosophy, students will study the properties and structure of matter to attain: scientific and chemical literacy, problem

solving skills, proficiency in the use of scientific methodology, an understanding of the impact of science and technology

on society, and proficiency in oral and written communication.

One feature that separates HONORS CHEMISTRY from CHEMISTRY is that the quantitative aspects of the course are

emphasized, so a strong background in mathematics is essential.  Students will solve problems using organic and inor-

ganic compounds and formulate experiments to seek answers to questions and problems.. Teacher recommendations and

grades will be reviewed and final selection/registration will be completed in July.   

0518 PHYSICS                        Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites: C- or better in both semesters of current science class(es); recommendation by Science 

Department and completion of Algebra II 

This full-year course examines the central concepts of physics using a qualitative and quantitative approach.  Emphasis is

placed on problem solving, laboratory investigations, and engineering problems that relate physics to everyday life.  Top-

ics include: kinematics and dynamics of motion, electricity, magnetism, waves and light.  This course is designed for any

student interested in science who has completed the basics of trigonometry.

0520 HONORS PHYSICS                  Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites:  Recommendation by Science Department and completion of Advanced Algebra II or Honors 

Math 3

This college preparatory course is designed for students who have a strong mathematical background including trigonom-

etry.  Emphasis is placed on laboratory investigations, physics and engineering, problem solving and abstract reasoning.

Course content includes: kinematics and dynamics of motion; energy, electricity and magnetism; waves and light; and rel-

ativity.  This course is designed for students who have a high science interest, and are planning careers in science or engi-

neering.  Teacher recommendations and grades will be reviewed and final selection/registration will be completed in July. 

24



0522 AVIATION 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of current science class(es); recommendation by Science Department

This course is designed for all students with a general interest in aviation.  Topics include: the history of flight, the basics

of flight, navigation, instruments and weather.  Emphasis is placed on understanding aerodynamic concepts.

0523 ELECTRICITY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of current science class(es); recommendation by Science Department

This course is for students who have a science interest, especially in electricity.  Experimentation is the main portion of

the course.  Topics include: simple d.c. circuits, reading meters, soldering, Ohm's law and reading schematic diagrams.  

Individual project kits are made relating what is learned to actual circuits.

0524 BIOTECHNOLOGY 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Prerequisite:  C- or better in both semesters of current science class(es); recommendation by Science 

Department

Biotechnology is the use of biological processes to solve problems and improve our quality of life.  Historic examples of

biotechnology include the fermentation of foods and beverages.  The 20th century led to formulating medicine from

molds and plants, selective breeding, and genetically engineered bacteria/fungi, plants, animals, designer vaccines, and

human gene therapy, encompassing a rapidly growing field which will continue to impact our lives. This course will in-

troduce various techniques used in biotechnology.  Additionally, the moral and ethical issues of certain genetic engineer-

ing practices will be discussed.

SERVICE LEARNING

0959 SERVICE CREDIT-Grade 9                           Full Year  1 Credit

0950 SERVICE CREDIT-Grade 10 

0951 SERVICE CREDIT-Grade 11

0952 SERVICE CREDIT-Grade 12                                                                                

Required grades 9-12 

As a Catholic Christian school, Hill-Murray School's approach to community service and social justice is grounded in the

mission and ministry of Jesus Christ and Church teaching.  As a graduation requirement, all students in grades 

9-12 must complete a Service Credit during each of their four years at Hill-Murray.   Students earn a passing grade for the

service credit by completing two Service Experiences (with one serving the poor and vulnerable) during the school year

or during the previous summer.  Service Experiences must be direct service or advocacy in one of seven areas of Catholic

Social Teaching, a minimum of one hour in length, non-partisan, non-compensated, not for credit in another class, and

done outside the school day.  A written reflection form documenting the Service Experience must be turned in and ac-

cepted by the Service Coordinator in Campus Ministry in order to receive credit.  

The credit DOES NOT fulfill the minimum 12 semester credits that students must register for each year.  The credit will

be graded Pass/No Credit and will not be figured into a student's GPA.
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0997 TEACHER AIDE Semester 1                                                                                        1 Semester

0999 TEACHER AIDE  Semester 2                                                                                         

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites:  Signature of Instructor and Counselor

Previous Semester GPA of 2.0

By special arrangement with individual teachers and counselors, students may serve as a teacher aide.  The student will

assist the teacher in a variety of tasks, depending on the needs the teacher/department.  Students interested in giving serv-

ice, or in pursuing a career in education or in the area in which they will serve are encouraged to register for this opportu-

nity.  Grading will be on a Pass/Fail basis ( and will not be figured into the GPA) with criteria agreed upon in advance by

the instructor and teacher aide.”  

This elective DOES NOT fulfill the minimum 12 semester credits that students must register for each year, nor does it

count toward the 48 required credits for graduation.  Therefore, students may not be a Teacher Aide and have a study hall

in the same semester.

0998 PEER HELPING/SERVICE LEARNING Full Year

Elective 11-12

Prerequisites:  Application and signature of instructor

Students who want to be of service in the areas of Peer Tutoring or Peer Listening will meet with an instructor to 

arrange independent work with peers in these areas.  Initiation into peer helping/service learning, ongoing evaluation and

semester reaction papers will be part of this course.  The course focuses on communication, leadership and study skills.  If

giving service or a career in a helping profession is of interest, this course is for you.

Grading for this course will be on a Pass/Fail basis and will not be figured into the GPA.

SOCIAL STUDIES

0406 WORLD HISTORY Full Year  2 Credits

Required for all sophomores

This course is a survey of major civilizations from the earliest times through the present day.  Considerable emphasis is

placed upon recognition of cultural, religious, economic and political interaction and change.  Course requirements in-

clude short papers and presentations.  All students will complete a History Day project.

0417 HONORS WORLD HISTORY Full Year  2 Credits

Elective (fulfills requirement of World History)

Prerequisite:  Students must pass entrance exam prior to registration.

This course is a survey of major civilizations from the earliest times through the present day.  Utilizing an advanced text,

students will discern social, religious, political, and economic trends trough the study of geography, people, societal struc-

ture, institutions, and events.  Students will also develop disciplined reading, note-taking, and writing skills.  Several pa-

pers, projects, and presentations will be required throughout the year.  All students will complete a History Day project.
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0408 UNITED STATES HISTORY        Full Year  2 Credits

Required for all juniors

This course surveys the development of the United States from the beginnings of the American Revolution to the present

time.  Historical events will be examined within a political, cultural, economic and social framework.  Students will ex-

plore primary and secondary sources to discover the United States’ past and how it relates to the present.  Students will

gain the knowledge to become more active participants in the affairs of their country.

0410 AP/HONORS UNITED STATES HISTORY   Full Year  2 Credits

Elective (fulfills requirement of U.S. History)

Prerequisite: Student must pass an entrance examination or obtain permission from their Honors World History 

teacher.  

This course offers a thorough survey of United States History, from the Pre-Colonial Era to the end of the 20th Century.

Using an advanced text supplemented with considerable outside reading, students develop a working knowledge of major

patterns in American political, religious, social and economic development.  Within the class, there is a strong emphasis

on study and reading skills including note-taking strategies, reading comprehension, and writing skills for use in the so-

cial studies. There is also an emphasis on preparing for the Advanced Placement United States History Exam.

0404 WORLD CULTURES Full Year   2 Credits

Elective 9-12

This cultural geography course examines the various regions of the world using the five themes of geography. Students

will do the physical geography as well as discover the interconnected cultural aspects of each region. Special emphasis is

placed on the theme of Human-Environment Interaction. This course includes hands-on projects, environmental labs, and

class presentations.

0412 PSYCHOLOGY                                                                                                                               1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This course is an introduction to the study of human and animal behavior.  Students will study brain physiology and

memory function; sensation and perception; states of consciousness; human physical, cognitive, and moral development;

gender differences; stress; conflict and addiction; and abnormal behavior.  Requirements include keeping a dream journal,

class presentations, short papers, experimentation, group work and participation in class discussion.

0413 GLOBAL CONFLICTS 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Global Conflicts is a one-semester elective course that will survey modern global conflicts in which the United States has

played a role.  The class will seek to provide students with an understanding of current international conflicts by better

understanding the historical, military, and political-economic context of the key actors in the conflicts. Students should

expect to not only broaden their knowledge base of historical and current conflicts, but also their ability to think critically

about decision-making, conflict, and conflict resolution.
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0411  20th CENTURY HUMAN BEHAVIOR 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

This semester course analyzes human behavior from a sociological perspective, applying relevant theories and concepts.

Emphasis is on social and cultural forces that led to the Holocaust and other 20th century genocides, including stereotyp-

ing, discrimination and racism, de-humanization, effects of propoganda, bystander responsibility, and charismatic leader-

ship. Other sociological concepts to be examined include fear, aggression, and forgiveness. Requirements include

participation in class discussion, several short essays, projects and group presentations.

0414 GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS   Full Year  2 Credits

Required for seniors

This senior level course is composed of one semester of government and one semester of economics.  In the first semester

students will study political theory focusing on the American republican form of government.  The class will include a

survey of government institutions, processes and policies, and specific emphasis will be placed on the Constitution and

the three branches of government.  The second semester will introduce students to the fundamental principles of micro-

economics and macroeconomics.  Students will study the operations of the free market, the roles of business and labor,

and the financial markets.  Students will examine the national economy and the impact of government policies on it.  

0416 HONORS GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 12 (fulfills requirement for Senior Social Studies)

Prerequisite: Student must have permission of Social Studies Department Chair or American History teacher  

and have a B+ or better in American History.

This senior level honors course is composed of one semester of government and one semester of economics.  Students

will examine the philosophical foundation of the U.S. Republican form of government.  They also will investigate the im-

pact of public opinion, participation, and political parties on the policymaking process and will demonstrate their compre-

hension of this knowledge by writing a research paper on a particular public policy.  Honors economics consists of a

thorough analysis of the free enterprise system as well as a critique of the impact of economic decisions on social justice.

STUDY HALL
Elective 9-12 1 Semester or Full Year  No Credit

Grades 9-10 0887 Semester 1;  0888 Semester 2

Grades 11-12 0890 Semester 1;  0891 Semester 2

Study Hall provides students the opportunity to use the Math Lab, Library/Media Center, PC Lab/Writing Center, and

Peer Tutoring service.  It also allows for in-school time to meet with teachers, counselors, and other activity advisors.   

Study Hall may be taken every semester of every year in grades 9-12, without impacting the 48 credit graduation require-

ment.  Students are encouraged to take Study Hall if they want it, need it, and will make good use of the time.
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

0902 WORLD OF TECHNOLOGY Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 9-10

This course exposes students to a wide assortment of hands-on activities dealing with today's technology.  Topics may in-

clude:  drafting/design, Co2 powered dragsters, woodworking, electricity, plastics, model rocketry-aeronautics, robotics,

ship hull design, hydraulics/pneumatics, and mass production.  Lab work is emphasized, making learning enjoyable as

well as relevant to the student's future needs.  A minimal lab fee is charged to cover expenses.

0904 MACHINE WOODWORKING  Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 10-12

Students learn the basics of woodworking through the use of both portable and stationary power tools.  The construction

of a grandfather clock/bookcase, coffee/end table and a small student-selected project will provide opportunities for learn-

ing how to safely machine, assemble and finish solid stock and plywood.  Techniques acquired will allow the student to

progress on to the course "Modern Cabinetmaking", where the emphasis is placed on individual, student-selected proj-

ects.  No prerequisite.

0906 MODERN CABINETMAKING I 1 Semester 1 Credit

Elective 11-12                             

Prerequisite:  Machine Woodworking

Students enrolled in this course are expected to demonstrate acquired woodworking skills while constructing a project of

their choice.  Emphasis is placed on pride, craftsmanship and time management, as well as continuing to develop cooper-

ative and safe work habits.  Purchasing and maintenance of common hand and power tools are also covered.

0908 MODERN CABINETMAKING II 1 Semester 1 Credit

Elective 12

Prerequisite: Modern Cabinetmaking I or consent of instructor 

This course allows those students who have completed Modern Cabinetmaking I an opportunity to further their wood-

working skills.

0911 ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING AND DESIGN 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12 

Students will have the opportunity to learn about the elements which make up a well designed, efficient floor plan while

creating a layout of their own using CAD (Computer Assisted Drawing).  A model may be constructed to illustrate their

idea in 3D.  A brief history of architecture, the Parade of Homes, videos, and guest speakers will round out the curricu-

lum.  This course satisfies the Fine Arts requirement.

0912 SMALL GAS ENGINES 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 11-12

Students will learn about the basic operation and repair of two and four cycle gas engines.  Each participant will need

to bring in an engine to dismantle, clean, repair, reassemble, and adjust.  Cost of any parts are the responsibility of the 

student.
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THEATRE

0843 INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE                                                                                                  1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12                        

This course is a basic exposure to the elements of the art of theatre and includes practice in acting through self-awareness,

improvisation, imagination, pantomime, exercises, techniques and scenes providing both social and individual develop-

ment.  Students will work in groups toward a creative goal and also gain deeper insight into people by studying character-

ization in numerous plays.

0844 STAGECRAFT 1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12

Stagecraft is a course in practical techniques for theatrical scenery and properties.  Students will learn while preparing for

actual upcoming Hill-Murray School productions.  Students will acquire a broad knowledge of stage lighting, set con-

struction, costuming, make-up, and design as well as a greater appreciation of the work that goes on backstage.

0845 ELEMENTS OF ACTING                                                                                                               1 Semester  1 Credit

Elective 9-12      

This course is designed for students who desire an in-depth exploration of acting and will be a forum for application of

the techniques and skills learned. These skills will be strengthened and applied through observation of and participation in

scene and monologue work. Focus will be placed on basic skills and concepts necessary for creative, truthful, and believ-

able performances of selected scenes- including use of voice and body, imagination, relaxation, sense and emotion mem-

ory, and script analysis.

WORLD LANGUAGES
Note:  Please refer to page two (College Preparation) regarding World Language recommendations.

0608 FRENCH I                        Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 8-12    

This course is an introduction to the French language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of language

learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening as well as an introduction to the culture.  Main topics include

greetings and introductions, expressing likes and dislikes, describing self and others, shopping for food and clothing, pas-

times, sports, hobbies, and future plans.

30



0610 FRENCH II                       Full Year  2 Credits

Elective  

Prerequisite:  C- or better in French I and written approval of French I teacher to continue

The student's abilities to listen, speak, read and write are further developed in a guided and structured manner.  Students

are continually infusing French culture into their studies including presentations of their cultural research projects.

0612 FRENCH III                      Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 

Prerequisite:  C- or better in French II and written approval of French II teacher to continue

Students continue to develop real-life skills in the French language.  Listening, reading, writing, speaking and cultural

awareness are practiced in the context of thematic units such as air travel, hotels, train and Paris Metro, and life in Paris.

0656 HONORS FRENCH IV A

0668 HONORS FRENCH IV B                                                                                      Full Year  2 Credits

Elective

Prerequisite:  B or better in French III and written approval of French III teacher to continue

The subjects covered in this course will alternate yearly (Honors French A & B will be offered in alternating years), and

will provide in-depth practice in all skill areas of the target language: reading, writing, listening, culture, and speaking.

At least one research paper will be required each year.  Topics may include, but are not limited to: famous people in his-

tory, authors, composers, artists, literature, cooking, and current events.

0616 GERMAN I                        Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 8-12

This course is an introduction to the German language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of lan-

guage learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Students will experience the German culture through

singing, food, geography and other cultural influences.  Students will also complete semester projects.

0618 GERMAN II                       Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 

Prerequisite:  C- or better in German I and written approval of German I teacher to continue

The student's abilities to listen, speak, read and write are further developed in a guided and structured manner.  Students

are continually exposed to German culture through songs, food, geography, films, and other cultural events.  Students will

also complete semester projects.

0620 GERMAN III                      Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 

Prerequisite:  C- or better in German II and written approval of German II teacher to continue

Students continue to develop real-life skills in the German language.  Listening, reading, writing, speaking and cultural

awareness are practiced in the context of thematic units such as shopping, travel, environment, health, and others.  Stu-

dents will also complete semester projects.
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0635 HONORS GERMAN  A

0637 HONORS GERMAN  B                                                                                                       Full Year  2 Credits

Elective

Prerequisite:  B or better in German III and written approval of German III teacher to continue

The subjects covered in this course will alternate yearly (Honors German A & B will be offered in alternating years), and

will provide in-depth practice in all skill areas of the target language: reading, writing, listening, speaking, and culture.

Several projects will be required each year.  Topics may include German authors, composers, artists, literature, history,

German immigrants and emigrants, German cities, cooking, sports and leisure, and current events.

0624 SPANISH I                                                                                                                                        Full Year  2 Credits

Elective 8-12

This course is an introduction to the Spanish language.  A beginning development of real-life skills is the basis of lan-

guage learning through reading, writing, speaking and listening as well as an introduction to the culture.  Main topics in-

clude greetings and introductions, expressing likes and dislikes, describing self and others, shopping for food and

clothing, pastimes, sports, hobbies, and future plans.

0626 SPANISH II                                                                                                                                       Full Year  2 Credits

Elective       

Prerequisite:  C- or better in Spanish I and written approval of Spanish I teacher to continue 

Students continue to expand on their communication through oral, written, verbal and listening activities.  Students learn

about Spanish speaking cultures through readings and units on markets, restaurants, professions, daily life, and more.

Students also read a chapter book in Spanish.  Vocabulary, grammar concepts, and cultural material from the textbook are

reinforced.                                                  

0628 SPANISH III                                                                                                                                      Full Year  2 Credits

Elective        

Prerequisite:  C- or better in Spanish II and written approval of Spanish II teacher to continue 

Students continue to develop real-life skills in the Spanish language.  Listening, reading, writing, speaking and cultural

awareness are practiced in real-life situations, coordinated with the text. Grammar and vocabulary are a continued focus,

with an increased emphasis on meaning and communication.  Students increase their knowledge and understanding of

cultures through readings and dialogues.

0636 HONORS SPANISH IV A

0638 HONORS SPANISH IV B                                                         Full Year  2 Credits

Elective

Prerequisite:  B or better in Spanish III and written approval of Spanish III teacher to continue 

The subjects covered in this course will alternate yearly (Honors Spanish A & B will be offered in alternating years), and

will provide in-depth practice in all skill areas of the target language: reading, writing, listening, culture, and speaking.

At least one research paper will be required each year.  Topics may include, but are not limited to: famous people in his-

tory, authors, composers, artists, literature, social conventions, cooking, sports and leisure and current events.  Special

emphasis is placed on preparing students for their college Spanish courses and for real-life situations.
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NOTES
This is a good place for listing courses in which you may be interested; questions for   

teachers or your counselor about courses or plans after you graduate that could affect your 

course selections; questions about course selections to discuss with your parents; or just a 

place to jot down ideas about future courses you may want to take in the next year or two 

at Hill-Murray.
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